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under way* _ 
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im almost certainly continues to believe that Egyptian and Soviet 
willingness to help him provides a opjwrtunity f« pursuing 

the campaign against the British position in Men to which fee has 
committed himself.* 

5 * To what extent the Emm will succumb to Egyptian and 
Soviet influence is not yet certain. Jfe eouM probably still with- 
draw into his farmer isolation and slam the door in the face of East., 
West, and Egyptians alike. However * his quarrel with the British 
and ambition® for economic development are pushing him in the 
ether direction, and in the absence of substantial Western political 
md economic support of the MM given to Saudi Arabia and., recently, 
to Jo Man, there appears to be » good chance that within a year or 
two the Imam will become too emmelmd with the IfSSS and Egypt 
to extricate himself. Even if he attempts to do so, the fact 
that his is © primitive, widely unpopular regime based on a 
religious minority makes him ©specially wtasrsfel© to a strongly-backed 
plot to overthrow him. A proodsiag instrument for his replacement 
by & leftist-nationalist regime already exists in the Egyptian- 
backed "Free Yesaeni" ttovaanttt. SMs group, is still is contact 


* The imaa’s eagerness to obtain Soviet support is reflected in 
recent publicity given by the Yemenis to a purported Soviet 
statement — apparently concocted by the Yemenis themselves — 
coMeesning "British aggression in South Yemen." /T.e., the 
Aden Protectorate J. 
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witili dissident elements within the country which hav® in t.t« pg@t 
reportedly included even Crown Prince Sadr. 

6. fflfes a<M©v@rasnfc by i^ypfe and tbs mm of a pmpoMerant 
influence over tbs lessen would not is itself upset the present 
balance of power in the Middle Bast* Stolitically, it would not 
counterbalance Saud*s recent movement away from Egyp t» Militarily* 

the primitive t0,000-aan Yemeni army is unlikely to become a potent 
new fore® in the are®, even with the beat of Soviet anas end 
advisers — although it will become better able to harass the 
British la Men and Perhaps even the Saudis, Mom*, a success in 

the Yemen at this time would be a great boost to Egyptian and 

parfeap® even Soviet — morale and would help gfoscw and Cairo sustain 
their campaign in the Middle Bast at the time it appeared to b© 
faltering. It would ale© serve to keep ®liv® ©assert dream of 
eventually establishing his control over the oil resources of the 
whole Arab world and would extend the Soviet "prasence" la the 
area another long jump south to the edga of the IMlm Ocean, 
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